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and popular theory of sovereignty ; while their
alliance with the populace of the big towns gave a
spurious air of democracy to these defenders of the
Papacy and clients of the Spanish tyrant.

Calvin became the legislator, the acknowledged
leader of the French Reformers, yet even Calvin
could have effected little without Geneva. That
little town, situated on the confines of three nation-
alities and inhabited by a French-speaking popula-
tion, was admirably adapted by its position to
interpret the teaching of Germany and Switzerland
to France. For a hundred years Geneva was the
citadel of the Evangelical religion. There were the
printing-presses which, as St. Francis de Sales com-
plained, scattered their pestilential produce over all
the world ; there was the Seminary, where the min-
isters were trained who preached the Gospel to
congregations assembled by stealth on desert moun-
tain or heath, or in towns amid the more dangerous
fanaticism of the crowd, whose least hazardous
service was to invoke the blessing of heaven while
they accompanied their flock into battle. There ex-
iles and pilgrims from every part of Europe met and
took council for the common interests of the Cause.

The influence of Calvin and of his doctrines was
needed to give the French Reformers the energy and
the organisation which enabled them to sustain an
unequal and unavoidable conflict; yet that conflict
was embittered, the issue enlarged and a compromise
made impossible by the extreme and aggressive
form assumed by French dissent. The majority of
Englishmen who conformed with equal readiness to